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A  n e w s l e t t e r  f o r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  G r e e n b u r g h  C e n t r a l  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

Summer is always a
busy time of year for
the administrative team
at the Greenburgh
Central School
District. The warmer
months provide the
greatest opportunity
to reflect on the most
recent school year and
strategically plan for
the upcoming year.

I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to our
diligent school personnel and supportive
residents for their contribution to a successful
2015-16 school year. The dedication of
our staff and faculty, coupled with
unwavering community support, afforded 
the opportunity to make great strides toward
“World Class” status.

We had a successful 2015-16 school year.
The Class of 2016 achieved a 95 percent
graduation rate, and our amazing students
earned well over $5 million in academic
grants and scholarships. We increased our
technology initiatives to not only enhance
instruction but improve efficiencies
throughout the district. We offered additional
Advanced Placement courses. We enhanced
communications with families via our new
website and mobile app. We began the
process of developing a multi-year strategic
plan that will guide our progression toward
“World Class” status.

The opening of the 2016-17 school year
is fast approaching, and we expect great
accomplishments! Although change can be
difficult, it is important to emphasize that
any changes or enhancements made are in
the best interests of our students – who are
our main priority.

In the upcoming year, we anticipate
improving our facilities so our schools can
remain safe and secure. Our high school
students will have the opportunity to achieve
concurrent college credits through the ACE
program. We are excited to offer 
opportunities in the STEAM areas. Our
Professional Learning Communities have
expanded into art, music and special
education. We will infuse the Universal
Design for Learning framework in our
lesson planning, which is a research-based
model that supports differentiated teaching
and learning to meet the needs of all
learners. We recognize that engagement
ignites learning and wondrous discovery.
Our students will learn best when they are
fully engaged as per their own learning
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A Word from the Board of Education
Dear Neighbor,

You know things are going well when a nine-month school
year feels like it took only six months to complete. That is what
the 2015-16 year felt like, which is a testimony to the great
job done by our administrators, teachers and support staff.

The year opened with Dr. Tahira DuPree-Chase beginning her
tenure as our permanent superintendent. She previously served
as our interim leader. The transition was extremely smooth,
confirming that the Board of Education made the correct
choice when we selected her as the district’s leader.

There are many accomplishments that the Greenburgh School Board is proud of this
year, including the following highlights:

• We began the strategic planning process to guide our decision-making over
the next five years. Community members, key stakeholders and staff members
participated in the process.

• Our graduation rate exceeded 95 percent and students continue to be accepted
into some of the best schools in the country.

• Our Information Technology department rolled out the district’s tablet and
Smartphone app, which enhances communication with parents and students.

• The board re-established the Governance Committee, which will help us improve
how we operate. Our first-ever self-evaluation was the committee’s key initiative.

Of course, there is plenty more to accomplish, notably continuing the plan to
consolidate our six schools onto our Warburg campus. A primary component of this
endeavor is correcting our inequitable state aid ratio. We have been working with
our local, county and state elected officials to rectify the situation. We will keep the
community updated on our progress, and we will share information regarding
which legislators to contact to ensure that we get our fair share.

We are in a good position as Board leadership passes to new President David
Warner and Vice President Claudia Glaser. Both are school board veterans and
capable leaders. Our board is happy to help them in any way we can during
and after the transition. 

Enjoy the summer and please keep students academically engaged so that
they return to school prepared and ready to learn in September.

Terry Williams
Immediate Past President, Greenburgh School Board

Dear Parents and
Community Members,

Continued on page 12
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The students at Bailey, along with those at
Lee F. Jackson, participated in The Crayon
Initiative this past winter and spring. It is a
nationwide program asking students to
donate used crayons. The crayons are
sorted and sent to the organization, where
each color is melted down to create new
crayons for children in hospitals.

“This is a great way of helping others,”
said Bailey librarian Melissa Iamonico.
“The whole school is doing this community
service project. For us, it’s a simple thing to
do, and we can see that we’re making a
difference. The kids love to help.” 

Bryan Ware, founder of The Crayon
Initiative, conceptualized the idea for his
company in 2011 during a birthday dinner
with his family. While his children were
coloring with crayons that the restaurant
provided, he wondered where the crayon
stubs went at the end of the night. He asked
a restaurant employee who said that they
get thrown out and tossed in a landfill.

Mr. Ware later discovered that crayons are
non-biodegradable and never break down,
meaning that they remain in the landfill
forever. His company now collects a half-
million pounds of broken crayons annually.

The sixth-graders at Bailey filled the labeled
bags with crayons – the green crayons
went into the “green” bag, the orange ones
in the “orange” bag, etc. A group of boys
at one table gathered several in their
cupped hands and brought them to another
group, asking if they had room in their
plastic bags as theirs had overflowed
with donations.

“Crayons are usually only used for a few
hours and then go into a landfill,” said
Ms. Iamonico. “This puts them toward a
good cause and gives them a new use.”

The donation period, which was held
throughout February, saw many students
donate thousands of crayons. To encourage
their classmates to contribute, the sixth-
graders created a video about why students
should help, which was showed during
morning announcements.

At Lee F. Jackson, the students smiled as
they dropped off bags of crayons in their
classroom. Some bags were smaller,
holding a handful, while others were large
and packed to the top. Many students said
that they were happy to help and were
excited to share their crayons with others.

“Families have been very generous
about donating to this cause,” said Lee F.
Jackson’s first-grade teacher Laura Oliva.
“We had boxes of old crayons, and some
families even donated new ones. Everyone
donated what they could, and it amounted
to a lot overall.”

Bailey and Jackson’s Donated Crayons Find New Life
A wave of crayons was scattered across the tables in R.J. Bailey’s library. One girl collected the

brown ones while another gathered the blues and her friend corralled the reds.
They dropped them into bags, readying them to be sent to California.
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This “Fire and Ice” presentation by the
company Mad Science was part of
Greenburgh Central’s Science Extrava-
ganza. On June 9, a few hundred people –
students of all grades and their parents –
gathered at Woodlands Middle/High
School to learn about many facets
of science.

The event’s goal was to make science
fun and accessible for all students, as
well as heighten their interest in the
subject. It included a range of stations
featuring unique opportunities geared
toward children in each of the district’s
six schools.

“We’re focusing on the idea that science
is connected to this next generation
moving forward,” said Arts Director
Miriam Bernabei. “We’re looking at the
Next Generation Science Standards,
so this helps the children think, predict,
do and discuss.”

“Fire and Ice” was the featured event
at the Science Extravaganza, filled with
a multitude of experiments, audience
participation, music and comedy.
Crowd members cheered like they were
at a concert. Mr. Argon, dazzled them
with several experiences showcasing
pressure and the three states of matter
(solids, liquids and gas).

The extravaganza also featured a
petting zoo and aquarium, along
with workshops centered on the
human cell, robotics, water test-
ing, kaleidoscopes, breathing,
light, and inks and tie-dye.

“We recognized that STEAM
(science, technology, engineering,
arts and mathematics) subjects
are increasingly shaping how the
world spins,” said Woodlands’
library media specialist Joy Alter.
“To succeed in the future, students
need to become literate in areas
that will lead the world. Coding,
graphic design, software, social
media. Many high-paying jobs
will be in the high-tech industry.
We are building this foundation

into the curriculum to benefit students.”

The Science Extravaganza began about
four years ago as the high school science
fair. However, the PTA wanted to expand
the event to include the entire district.
Greenburgh Central has also developed its
STEAM curriculum in all buildings to give
students PK-12 a chance to learn skills that
can help them secure cutting-edge jobs
when they enter the professional world.

Science on Strong Display as Community Turns Out for Extravaganza 
Two young boys in the front row giggled raucously as they watched visiting scientist Johnny Argon perform an experi-
ment. He demonstrated how dry ice can make liquid turn colors – in this case, blue to yellow – creating a “magical po-
tion.” The audience gasped and smiled in awe. 
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On June 24, the Class of 2016 gathered at
Westchester County Center for a memorable
ceremony. The students smiled and hugged
each other at the graduation, remembering
the past year fondly while also sharing
plans for the coming year.

Some of the students, who collectively
earned well over $5 million in scholarships,
will continue their studies at colleges and
universities while others will join the Armed
Forces or enter the workplace.

Valedictorian Alan Pascual and salutatorian
Katie Sims were among the night’s speakers
who shared their experiences and advice
with the graduating class. Dr. Belinda Miles,
president of Westchester Community
College urged the students to “learn
through observations, asking questions
and persevering through adversity…
you are the CEO of Y.O.U.”

The Greenburgh Central community wishes
the Class of 2016 wonderful adventures in
the coming years.

Class of 2016 Graduates Encouraged
to Shine Post-Woodlands
Congratulations to the 130 seniors who graduated from Woodlands High School
as they begin the next chapter in their lives.

Class of 2016
College
Acceptances
Adelphi University  
Alfred State University
Arizona State University
Armed Forces - US Marines
Armed Forces - US Navy
Baruch College   
Boston College
Boston University
Bowie State University
Brooklyn College
Canisius College
Carnegie Mellon College for Engineering
College of Mt. St. Vincent

College of New Rochelle
College of Saint Rose
College of the Atlantic
College of Westchester
Columbia University
Concordia College
Coppin State University
Cornell University        
Denison University
Dominican College
Drexel University
Fordham University
Full Sail University
George Mason University 
George Washington
Hartwick College
Hofstra University
Howard University
Hudson Valley Community College
Hunter College
Iona College

Ithaca College
Johns Hopkins University
Johnson & Wales University
Johnson C.  Smith University 
La Salle University
Lehigh University
Lehman College
Long Island University- Brooklyn
Long Island University- Post Campus
Louisiana State University 
Macaulay Honors City College
Manhattan College    
Manhattanville College
Marist College
Mercy College
Michigan State University
Molloy College
Monroe College
Morehouse College
Morgan State University
Mount Ida College

Mt. St. Mary College
New England College
New York Institute of Technology
North Carolina A & T
Northeastern University
Ohio State University
Old Dominion University
Pace University
Penn State University
Purdue University
Quinnipiac University 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Roberts Wesleyan College
Sacred Heart University
Seton Hall University
St. Thomas Aquinas
St. John's University
St. Joseph's University
Stevens Institute of Technology
Suffolk University
Sullivan College

SUNY Albany 
SUNY Alfred
SUNY Binghamton
SUNY Brockport 
SUNY Buffalo
SUNY Cobleskill
SUNY Delhi
SUNY ESF
SUNY Fredonia
SUNY Geneseo
SUNY Herkimer Community College
SUNY New Paltz
SUNY Old Westbury
SUNY Oneonta
SUNY Oswego
SUNY Oswego
SUNY Plattsburgh   
SUNY Polytechnic Institute
SUNY Purchase
SUNY Stony Brook
Syracuse University 

Tuskegee University
University of Alabama
University of Colorado
University of Hartford
University of Louisville
University of Massachusetts- Amherst 
University of New Hampshire
University of New Haven
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh 
University of Rhode Island
University of South Carolina
Utica College
Vassar College
Virginia State University
West Virginia University
Westchester Community College
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Addison, Cheyanne
Alcin, John
Alexander, Nilesha
Amendola, Sophia
Aponte, Bellina
Arellano, Uriel
Arroyo, Amalia
Aurelien, Kerven
Batts, William
Belmar, Brandon
Benedith, Kevin
Blackford, Shannon
Blair, Rachel
Bowers, Michael
Brooks, Siena
Brown, Calvin W.
Buckland, Haley
Carlton, Javaya
Cartwright, Niani
Chanda, Zeeshan
Cherry, Jewels
Cherry, Moriah
Chia, Eileen
Chin, Philip Benjamin
Chisolm, Amber
Cintron, Kayla
Clarke, Brandon
Cortes, Victoria
Crawford, Dondi
Creegan, Thomas
Cross, Kameron
Cuevas, Janet
Dash, Jelani
Davis, Jahmeela
Dunne, Rashawn
Espada, Antonio
Forbes, Stephan
Gallwey, Journi
Garita, Christian
Gayle, Stefan
Gibbs, Matthew      
Gilbert, Mei Ling
Gjelaj, Marsela
Glover, Kedar
Gonzales, Princess Camille
Gramajo, Kenneth
Ha, Jason
Hall, Anthony
Hall, Miaja, Ja'Nae
Hanagan, Allison
Hanlon, Alexander
Hanson, Jakari
Harrison, Dakota-Star
Harrison, Sahiyya
Hernandez, Manuel
Hernandez, Yaliana Mable 
Higgs, Taya
Hull, Nyhgee
Hussain, Heleena
Isaac, Chelsea
Jackson, Miles
Jenkins, Jaylen
Johnson, Johnnie
Jones, ZhaQuan
Joseph, Brandon

Joseph, Rebecca
Kataka, Sumner
Kimbo, Amanda
Kurisinkal, Trincy
Larrow, Christopher
Leak, Timothy
Lezama, Jonathan
Lopez, Josue
Luis, Christopher
Martin, Huie
McGee, Shannon 
Mega, Lucas
Melilcio, Erik
Miranda-Tolentino, Diana
Morocho, Lilian
Moss, Shakur
Neil, Michael  
Nevers, Robyn
Nicholson, Angelilque
Olave, Bryan
Oliveira, Mayara
Oliver, Isaiah
Richard Pablo
Pacheco, Jamie
Pascual, Alan 
Paute, Diana
Pierrette, Oslin
Pintado, Edison
Polo, Sophia
Puello, Jeffrey
Reed, Kenwan
Reyes, Kage
Robertson, Olivia
Rodriguez, Blanca
Rodriguez, Josue
Seltzer, Damion
Senior, Kymani
Sharp, Danaya
Sharp, Darrel Jr.
Simpson, Samantha
Sims, Katherine
Smalls, Nalani      
Smith, Kyle
Spaulding, Diamond
Stanback, Aaron
Stewart, Mohagany
Sukra, Christa
Tabelisma, Scott
Taylor, Jamila
Terry, Taylor
Thomas, Blessy
Thorpe, Jazmyn
Thorpe, SoMauri
Toribio, Cecilia
Toribio, Jacqueline
Torres, Giselle
Trabuco, Silvio
Valentine, Bryanna
Viana, Francisca
Walgern-Bell, Jaha
Wilkins, Evan
Williams, Nile
Wynn, Diamond
Yee, Maria
Zhinin, Robin 

Class of 2016
Graduates
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“Never say you don’t like something until
you try it,” she said out loud.

In the well-known Dr. Seuss story, the
narrator refuses to try green eggs and
ham, but is eventually worn down by the
character Sam-I-Am. “He said he didn’t
like it when he never even tried it,”
Jesenya said.

Pat Coppolecchia volunteered to read the
book to his grandson Carter’s class. He
was one of many guests on March 2 – Dr.
Seuss’ birthday and the National Education
Association’s 19th annual “Read Across
America Day” – who attended Jackson’s
annual literacy event.

“I’ve always read
Dr. Seuss to the
kids,” said Mr.
Coppolecchia, “so as
soon as I heard there
was a Dr. Seuss cele-
bration,
it was a natural
thing to do.”

The National Educa-
tion Association
estimated that about
45 million educators,
parents and students
across America
participated in
celebrating the
famous author by
reading some of his
books to honor
his legacy.

While the NEA
takes a “fun and light-
hearted approach” to
the celebrations, the
purpose is important.
“As educators, we
know that students who read – and are
read to – do better in school and in life,”
Lily Eskelsen Garcia, National Education
Association president, said in
a statement.

Eleven Woodlands High School students
who are in the National Honor Society
visited Jackson for an hour to read to the

kindergarteners and first-graders. Parents,
grandparents and others, including several
Greenburgh Central administrators, also
read Dr. Seuss books to the children.

Woodlands High School senior Katie Sims –
a big fan of Dr. Seuss – read “The Lorax”
to one of the classes. “I think his books are
great no matter what age you are,” she said.

Nile Williams, also a senior, read
“Thidwick the Big-Hearted Moose” – one
of the lesser-known Dr. Seuss books. “It was
a little darker than most Dr. Seuss books,”
Nile said. “Almost all of the animals die
at the end.”

Superintendent Tahira Chase read “Hop
on Pop” to one of the kindergarten classes.
She had the children recite some of the
rhyming words aloud with her. The students
said that someone else had already read
“Hop on Pop” to them earlier in the day.

“Do you know what’s really great about
reading stories over and over?” Dr. Chase

asked. “You get to hear things that you
didn’t hear the last time.” 

One student asked if Dr. Seuss was still
alive. “Sadly, no,” Dr. Chase said of
Theodor Geisel, who died in 1991 at age
87. “But he left us with a legacy of great
stories for us to read and enjoy,” she said.

Greenburgh Community Reads to Jackson Children on Dr. Seuss’ Birthday
Lee F. Jackson School first-grader Jesenya Polanco had an immediate and joyful
reaction when her classmate’s grandfather finished reading “Green Eggs and
Ham” to the students.
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The honor was given to superintendents
with less than five years of experience as
a superintendent. NSPRA searched for
leaders who practice “dynamic, fast-paced
leadership with strong communication at its
core” and who “engage and inform their
school communities with new communica-
tion technology tools combined with
tried-and-true techniques.” The organization
said that Dr. Chase demonstrates “dynamic
leadership with a strong emphasis on
communication.”

Dr. Chase was nominated for the award by
Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul Feiner
and PTA Council President Tracy Mairs.
Mr. Feiner said that the district’s new
programs developed by Dr. Chase are
outstanding and that staff members are
dedicated to ensuring student success.

“Dr. Chase is an innovative superintend-
ent,” he continued. “She interacts with the
community, encouraging parents to get
involved in our school system. She is
accessible and transparent. There is a
positive energy about Greenburgh Central.
I have high hopes for the future and think
we’re fortunate to have an outstanding su-
perintendent serving us.”

Ms. Mairs noted that Dr. Chase has worked
closely with the PTA Council to strengthen
the bond between the district and families.
From hosting Superintendent’s Teas and
programming a television channel that
exclusively airs student events to selecting a
new math program and creating Parent
University, Dr. Chase has been on the
cutting edge of fostering strong relationships.

“It is imperative that we have district
leadership that values the importance of
community
partnership and
engagement,”
Ms. Mairs
continued.
“Effective and
constant
communication
with parents and
the public will
only improve
transparency,
district-
community
relations and,
most importantly, the overall education of
our most precious children.”

Greenburgh Superintendent Wins National “Superintendents to Watch” Award

In September, Greenburgh Central will
begin hosting new STEAM offerings in all
schools. To get a feel for what the students
might experience throughout the 2016-17
academic year, the administrators were
tasked with building and launching rockets
during their June visit.

The district’s STEAM programs will put
students on the right track to finding a
forward-thinking career post-graduation.
Research shows that the job market has

moved and continues to move toward a
strong integration of science, technology,
engineering, arts and mathematics – espe-
cially when using all of the skills together.

Research shows that in the next five years,
there will be a larger number of available
jobs in the STEAM field than people to fill
them. Greenburgh Central staff members
relish the opportunity to provide students
with unique opportunities that will give them
an edge in the future professional world.

Greenburgh Central administrators presented their district’s use of the i-Ready
online educational tool at a conference, showing how it has improved staff
members’ teaching.

District Leaders Share i-Ready Knowledge,
Best Practices at Educational Summit

The district’s Leadership Team visited Curious-on-Hudson for a hands-on learning
experience about how STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math)
can improve Greenburgh students’ education.

Greenburgh Administrators Build Rockets, Learn about STEAM

Greenburgh Central School District Superintendent Tahira DuPree Chase was recognized by the National School Public
Relations Association as one of its “Top 25 Superintendents to Watch.”

In June, Greenburgh Superintendent
Tahira Chase, R.J. Bailey Principal Kiana
Washington and Lee F. Jackson Principal
Patricia Simone were invited to the
Northeast Readers Summit in Verona, N.Y.,
to share their best practices implementing
and using i-Ready. They spoke in front of
educational leaders and teachers, who
were impressed with how GCSD used
i-Ready to augment the district’s teaching.

I-Ready influences districts’ professional
learning communities (PLC). It works in
tandem with Common Core to identify
students’ needs and offer data-driven
insight to help children learn effectively.
Greenburgh has used PLCs for three years,
allowing employees who teach the same
grades/subjects to share learning tactics
and curriculum approaches to enhance
student learning.
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“We send them good health, enjoyment
and laughter,” said Superintendent Tahira
Chase. “They dedicated part of their lives
to the children of Greenburgh Central
and we are grateful for that.”

The retirees are: 

District Office:
• Marguerite Clarkson, Assistant Supt

for Curriculum, Instruction & Personnel
• Jennifer Martinez, District Treasurer
• Margaret Zottola, Senior Account Clerk

Lee F. Jackson School:
• Judie Mirra, Elementary Teacher
• Jeff Siegel, Elementary Teacher
• Heather Pullem, Library Media Specialist
• Patricia Sabatino, Teacher Aide
• Juan Munoz, Cleaner

Highview School:
• Helen Harmon, Secretary to 

School Principal
• Angela Wilson, Elementary Teacher
• Myra Atkinson, School Media Specialist
• Martina Carney, School Nurse
• Jason Davis, Custodial Worker

• Wilton Gordon, Cleaner

R.J. Bailey School
• Claire Troy, Secretary to School Principal
• Debra Debnam, Senior Office Assistant
• Lynette Waterhouse, Elementary Teacher
• Vivian Lanzillotto, Typist

Woodlands Middle School:
• Ileana Vetrano, Secretary to

School Principal

Woodlands High School:
• Daymon Yizar, Dean of Students
• Jonathan Haight, Teaching Assistant
• Ellen Peifer, Teaching Assistant
• Kenneth McKenzie, Custodial Worker
• Gladys Edwards, Cleaner

Congratulations to the 24 Greenburgh Central School District employees on
their retirement. Colleagues and students will miss them and wish them the
best in their upcoming adventures.

Greenburgh Bids Farewell to its Retirees

“They are creative, innovative, talented
and bold,” said Superintendent Tahira
Chase. “They are teachers that the kids will
remember. We are honored to have them
in Greenburgh Central. I feel as if they
are my first graduating class. I remember
interviewing them. Everything that they
promised, they delivered on.”

The tenure recipients are listed
below by school:

Early Childhood Program:
• Grace Flowers

Lee F. Jackson School:
• Jessica Blau
• Toni LaManna

Highview School:
• Melissa Dupree
• Maria Maldonado
• Gay McKoy-Parker

Woodlands Middle School:
• Caroline Browne
• Sean Lubbers
• Lindsay Peikon
• Tricia Schultz

Woodlands High School:
• Jason Parker
• Jennifer Belfiore
• Nicholas Giarrusso

Thirteen Greenburgh Central staff members earned tenure this spring.
Congratulations to all for their hard work during their years in the District.

Congratulations to Newly Tenured Employees
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The front windows at Jackson were
transformed. They now feature paintings
of squirrels, ladybugs, owls, rabbits, bees,
birds and butterflies. As the students studied
the ELA unit for the International Baccalau-
reate “Animals in Habitat,” they discussed
what animals look like in their natural
homes during each season of the year.
They talked about changes to animals’ skin
in different temperatures, as well as trees
and other habitats found in nature.

They worked with guest artist Tova Snyder,
who created stencils of the children’s
ideas before they colored in the glass. The
children, who emphatically said that they
“loved” painting, dipped sponges into paint
and dabbed them onto the glass, carefully
filling in the picture and bringing it to life.

“While our first-graders are leaving Jackson
this year, they are elated to leave this art-
work behind for the younger students,” said
Jackson Principal Patricia Simone. “They
did such a great job. We look forward to
seeing it again next year.”

Down the hallway, kindergarten students
were proud of creating a mural designed to

look like an aquarium. In class, the children
discussed fish and learned about patterns.
Guest artist Candace Winter helped them
make fish out of clay, which the children
painted a variety of colors.

The kindergarteners said that they liked
seeing their completed mural outside of
their classroom and that it makes the wall
look nice. Along with the vibrant fish, the
wall features air bubbles, shells, coral
and aquatic plants.

In June, students in the Early Childhood
Program participated in a planting event.
Squinting from the bright sun, each child
placed a plant in the ground and covered
it with soil, careful to pat the top gently
yet firmly.

The event was the culmination of their unit
on plants. A few months earlier, teacher
Elise Orfei had purchased a pumpkin. In
class, the children weighed and measured it
to learn mathematical skills. They carved it,
scooped out the seeds and washed them. In
early May, the students planted them in their
classroom and watered them periodically.

“This shows the children the life cycle of a
plant and teaches them to keep nurturing it

and that it needs continued care,” Ms.
Orfei said. “They will learn how plants
grow and see how the plant turns into
a pumpkin.”

In October, the new pre-kindergarten
students will dig up the pumpkin and
repeat the process all over. Ms. Orfei looks
forward to continuing the cycle in years
to come.

Lee F. Jackson added more student artwork to the building this spring as
the first-grade classes created stained glass windows while the
kindergarteners developed a mural.

New Student Artwork Fills the Walls at Jackson

A group of pre-kindergarten students crouched down in the garden, holding
trowels and digging holes in the dirt. They filled them with seedlings that will
grow into pumpkins and sunflowers.

Life Cycle On Display as ECP Students Plant Pumpkins
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Tell us about your life after
graduating from Greenburgh
Central.

After graduating, I attended Stony Brook
University and majored in psychology. I
originally wanted to follow in my father’s
footsteps and become a clinical psycholo-
gist (my parents initially moved to Hartsdale
in 1960 because my father was a school
psychologist in what was
then called Greenburgh
School District 8). After not
applying myself much
during my first two years of
college, I took a year off.
Upon returning, I was more
mature and focused. I
interned at the National
Mental Health Association
in Washington, D.C.,
and lobbied for the
organization on Capitol
Hill. I even had lunch in the
White House with President
and Mrs. Carter during an
event. I later attended
New York Law School,
graduating cum laude in 1985. After
working for several law firms, I opened my
own practice in 1995; we have offices in
Harrison and Manhattan. In 1985, I
married my high school sweetheart. We
live in White Plains and have two children.
Our daughter works in high-end fashion
retail and our son is pursuing an acting
career. In addition, I am very community-
oriented. I am a long-time White Plains
Board of Education member and currently
serve as vice president. I am on the boards
of several non-profit charities and volunteer
by working with convicted violent offenders
as part of a victims impact program. I like
to ski, surf and bike ride. I am also a
member of the White Plains Rotary Club.

What do you currently do?

I am an attorney specializing in personal
injury litigation, insurance coverage matters
and real estate. I enjoy my volunteer work
with charities and on the Board of Educa-
tion. I like meeting people and helping them
solve problems. I believe that each person –
one step at a time – can change the world.

How did Greenburgh Central
prepare you for adulthood?

I have always felt blessed that I attended
Greenburgh Schools. In addition to the
education I received from the wonderful
teachers and staff, the district presented
an incredibly diverse tapestry of skin colors,
music, culture, socio-economics, religion,
etc. I embraced it all. The mid- to late

1970s was an amazing time in the district.
The tension and strife from the merger of the
Greenburgh 7 and Greenburgh 8 school
districts had somewhat dissipated, and
many students felt a “coming together.”
This unique experience shaped my life.
I have always felt comfortable in all settings
with any group of people. That is an
incredible gift, and I have benefitted from
it every day as an adult, both socially
and professionally.

What did you learn at Greenburgh
Central that has proven helpful in
your career?

Greenburgh gave me a profound under-
standing of people. I learned about people
just by walking the halls, playing sports
and simply living in that richly diverse
environment. It made me consider the
perspectives of people of all different
demographics and enabled me to interact
with people with a level of understanding
and respect that I wouldn’t have achieved
otherwise. It has proved invaluable.

What makes Greenburgh
Central special?

The multi-cultural rainbow. In July, the
Woodlands Class of 1976 celebrated its
40th reunion. For the past decade, a group
of 1971-81 graduates from different
backgrounds and walks of life get together
each summer. We talk about how lucky
we are to have shared the Greenburgh

experience. This is our family.
Greenburgh Central gave us
a view of the world that is
inclusive, welcoming and
beautiful, and we celebrate
that every day.

What advice can you
share with the current
students to prepare
them for their futures?

There is a lot of talk about
how crazy the world is
nowadays. I think it has
always been crazy. But now,
with social media and many
news outlets, everything is

instantly broadcast and in your face. When
it all seems too much, take a deep breath
and exhale slowly. It’s going to be all
right. When my generation went through
Greenburgh Schools, we often felt like
the world hated us; so we loved our-
selves. Maybe current students feel that
way too. Here’s the deal: this is your time
now. At the end of the day, what you do
with this great opportunity called life is your
choice. It’s all within you, and it’s never too
late to begin to make the right choices.
Never give up on yourself. Find love in your
life, find your passion and follow that
dream. It may seem hard, but remember
that everyone everywhere is just muddling
through life and trying to figure it out.
Whether you attend college, enter the work-
force or join the military, choose what is
best for you and don’t be afraid to change
your mind. Sometimes it takes a while –
and a couple of different roads – to find
your way. Look for mentors: people who
can help guide you. They are everywhere –
all you have to do is ask. Be proud that
you went to Greenburgh Central and
Woodlands High School. There are a
lot of us who feel that way.

Charlie Norris  Class of 1976

Greenburgh Central’s Alumni Corner
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Our Children… Our Focus, Our Future

The upperclassmen dressed up in party dresses and dapper suits, spending time
dancing, reminiscing and enjoying each other’s company as the year drew to a close.

Scenes from the Woodlands High School Prom
After a challenging and fun 2015-16 academic year, the students at
Woodlands High School had the chance to let loose at their annual prom.
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Continued from 1

style. We have identified ways to improve
children’s “time on task” during the school
day to ensure we maximize teaching and
learning.

The aforementioned is only a vignette of last
year’s accomplishments and a snapshot of
plans for the upcoming year. We look
forward to our continued work together as
we become a “World Class” school district.

Enjoy the summer break, and we will see you
when classes resume on Tuesday, Sept. 6.

Sincerely,

Dr. Tahira A. DuPree Chase
Superintendent of Schools
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Dear Parents and Community Members:

Sharon Davenport’s third-grade students cheered loudly as she told them they
were going to begin coding. Every student smiled as she distributed computer
tablets for them to share.

Teacher Shares Love of Technology, Coding with Eager Students

Not many elementary schools nationwide
teach children coding, but Greenburgh
Central feels it’s important to teach
youngsters skills that will benefit them in
the future. Ms. Davenport is on the forefront
of this endeavor, and instills in them a love
of technology while also allowing them
to play and learn.

“I’m a big technology person,” said Ms.
Davenport. “If there’s something new,
I want to play around with it and show
my students so they can benefit too.”

This past winter, students in her Highview
School class participated in the Wonder
League Robotics Competition. The students
put their new coding skills to the test,
competing against 260 teams worldwide,
each composed of a half-dozen children
aged 8-12.

The students worked with two robots –
Dash and Dot – a tablet and programming
app called “Wonder.” The competition
required students to create a grid on the
floor and use coding to move the robots
through it, completing “missions” based
on instructions. Some missions were simple
– like moving the robot from one grid cell to
another – while others were more challeng-
ing – like navigating around a field of cups
or pushing a cup to another cell.

“These kids have to be computer literate,”
Ms. Davenport said. “It’s the way of the
future. The more they’re immersed, they

learn they can create. They’re
taking ownership and figuring it
out on their own.” 

The competition required students
to record each mission, upload
the videos online and send in a
photograph of their coding formula
used to program the robots. 

“When they accomplished the
missions, they felt amazing,” Ms.
Davenport said. “They don’t give
up. They love it. It’s like putting a puzzle
together. You have to think about how you
want to do it and make it work.”

Following the competition, other
Highview teachers received coding-related

professional development to begin teaching
other students. In the future, Ms. Davenport
would like to introduce coding to second
graders so they already have experience
when they arrive in third grade.


